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Since the 1970s, archaeology has considerably renewed our approach to stained glass - more ge-
nerally to flat glass - and its origins. In line with the work initiated twenty years ago in Bavay and
Auxerre, it is useful to focus on this subject by favouring a plural and global approach involving va-
rious specialists, archaeologists, art historians, researchers in archaeometry and restorers for glass,
as well for lead, or metal linked to stained glass.

The conference will examine the different issues that concern flat glass and stained glass in an ar-
chaeological context, from recent excavations or ancient collections : how to treat these artefacts
on site, at the time of discovery, and ensure their sustainability ; In what stratigraphic contexts

are these elements unearthed: pits, levels of destruction, «black earth», etc.? ; why have they not
been recovered when the reuse of stained glass windows, is a well-attested practice; what data can
be drawn from the study of these fragments for the knowledge of the buildings that used them and
in decorations, without excluding their belonging to production workshops and/or glass painters
often present on construction sites; what can be said of the workshops that have evolved over time
with the possible production of flat and blown glass, then becoming, obviously, a specialization,
and the growing demand for stained glass from the eleventh and twelfth centuries (question of

the workshops of glassmakers and glass painters); how can we imagine the colourful atmospheres
within these buildings from the remains collected; how to interpret the presence of fragments from
different periods in the same stratigraphic ensemble; what are the technical and physico-chemical
characteristics of these artefacts that can provide information on their manufacturing methods and
their implementation; what types of decorations adorn these glasses, and are there any preparatory
traces for cutting or painting?

It is therefore favouring a global approach and in a long time frame, as the sites can deliver sets
from various periods. This conference will be aimed at various research stakeholders: archaeolo-
gists, glass and metal furniture specialists, art historians, researchers in archaeometry and resto-
rers, in order to encourage discussions and confront ideas and issues. The sessions will be themed
and workshops will be dedicated to exchanges between specialists

Topics

1. From fragment to monument... back and return : this theme will address the place of openings
in the different types of monuments and their importance in the overall design of architecture ac-
cording to its function, the contextualization of fragments within the building and the links between
the discovery space and the built structures. The question of comparisons with the stained glass
windows in place and the restorations will be added.

2. Methodological approaches to data acquisition, determination and morphological ana-
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lysis of furniture : how to process with the glass or assembly elements (vergetes, etc.) discovered
during excavation, and the methods and tools used for their study (technique, identification, des-
cription, quantification, comparison), constitution of reference corpora within a geographical and/
or chronological sector, synthesis of the formats of the stained glass windows and/or the decorations.

3. The challenges of archaeometry applied to stained glass : via the different methods of analysis ap-
plied, the composition of the glass, decorations and lead will be defined according to the regional and
chronological contexts. We will try to approach the notion of workshop through composition and/or to
define specific recipes for ensembles. Innovative methods of analysis can be addressed in this context.

4. Conservation/restoration gestures : from their discovery to their exhibition space, stained glass
windows require the implementation of special cleaning, stabilization and conservation proto-
cols according to their condition. The aim here will be to address the different strategies put in
place to deal with the alteration of objects by professionals and the first actions to be taken in the
field or from the study phase for the preservation of all the information provided by the fragments.

Synthesis and methodological approach work will be favored for 20-minute oral presentations. Cur-
rent research and collection presentations will be preferred for posters presented orally in 10 minutes.
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Conferences

June 12 and 13 2025 at [’Institut national d’Histoire de [’Art (INHA), salle Vasari, Paris

Name

First name

Institution

E-mail

Oral presentation (yes/no)
Poster (yes/no)

Theme (tick the box) :

1. From fragment to monument... and vice 3. The challenges of  archaeo-
versa metry applied to stained glass
2. Methodological approaches to data 4, Conservation/restoration gestures
acquisition, determination and mor-

phological analysis of furniture

Title

Abstract

Would you please attach a summary of your presentation or poster, no longer than 400 words, in English or
French (file format .doc or .pdf).

Co-authors

Author 2 Author 3 Author 4

Name
First name
Institution
E-mail

Back to : vitrailetarcheologie@gmail.com

before the 30th of october 2024




